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In January 2001 at our annual national meeting we renew our scientific committee. Luc Beaufort 
was elected at the French representative and Franck Bassinot as vice Representative. The 
scientific committee is divided now in three panels: 
 
1) Climate: 
- Viviane Bout      (Lille) 
- Elsa Cortijo      (Gif) 
- Nathalie Combourieux-Nebout   (Paris 6) 
- Luc Beaufort      (Aix) 
 
2) Proxies: 
- Marie-Alexandrine Sicre    (Gif) 
- Philippe Bertrand     (Bordeaux) 
- Jacques Giraudeau     (Bordeaux) 
 + Two invited J-GOFS  

-Paul Tréguer     (Brest) 
-Catherine Jeandel    (Toulouse) 

 
3) Sismique & Coring 
- Nicolas Thouveny     (Aix) 
- Franck Bassinot    (Gif) 
- Thierry Mulder     (Bordeaux) 
- Serge Berné      (Brest) 
- Catherine Kissel     (Gif) 
 
Two participants to the international IMAGES program: 

• Laurent Labeyrie (IMAGES Chair)  
• Francis Grousset (new elected EXCOM member)  

 
Participants: 
About 75 research scientists (including PhD sudents), located in 11 different laboratories 

• CEREGE (Aix-Marseille); contact: Luc Beaufort [beaufort@cerege.fr]  
• COM (Marseille); contact: Christian Robert [robert@com.univ-mrs.fr]  
• EPOC (Bordeaux); contact: Francis Grousset [grousset@geocean.u-bordeaux.fr]  
• IRD (Bondy); contact: Luc Ortlieb [Luc.Ortlieb@bondy.ird.fr]  
• ID (Grenoble); contact: Marie Revel [marie.revel@ujf-grenoble.fr]  
• LGBS (Paris); contact: nebout@ccr.jussieu.fr  
• LODYC (Paris); contact: Catherine Pierre [cat@lodyc.jussieu.fr]  
• LSCE (Gif-sur-Yvette); contact: Laurent Labeyrie [Laurent.Labeyrie@cfr.cnrs-gif.fr]  
• LSG (Lille); contact: Viviane Bout [Viviane.Bout@univ-lille1.fr]  
• MNHN (Paris); contact: Jean-Pierre Caulet [caulet@mnhn.fr]  

 
Meetings: 
Once a year, we have a meeting usually in Paris, devoted to administrative & technical information, and 
IMAGES cruise organisation. Our next meeting will be held in Aix-en-Provence, January 23th.  
Every couple of years, we organise a two-day meeting ["Les Journées de Paléocéanographie"], focused 
on recent results obtained with the IMAGES cores. 50% of the orators are PhD students or post-doctorate 
fellows. Other IMAGES participants are more than welcome. Our next meeting of this type will be during 
fall 2002. 
 
Commitments: 



Each time an IMAGES cruise is planned by the SCICOM, our community must write a French proposal in 
order to obtain the Marion-Dufresne ship. This proposal, -- along with foreign country participant 
proposals --, has to go though two successive evaluation steps: the Ifremer Geosciences committee and 
then the Polar Institute (IFRTP) scientific committee. When the ship is obtained, the cruise is finally 
planned if the foreign country financial participations are confirmed. 
Soon, we hope that the proposals will have to be submitted to IODPand supported by the EC 
 
Marion-Dufresne cruises: 
French IMAGES participants are always involved in the IMAGES cruises (both as co-chief scientists and 
regular partipants). Thus, we participated in all the five first cruises: IMAGES 1 (North Atlantic), IMAGES 
2 (South African margin), IMAGES 3 (Southern Indian, Western Pacific oceans and South China Sea), 
IMAGES 4 (Australia/China Sea), IMAGES 5 (North Atlantic), IMAGES 7 (Western Pacific Ocean). 
The Marion-Dufresne ship and its giant-corer CALYPSO are under the responsability of the French Polar 
Institute. The IMAGES-France partipants do co-operate permanently with this institute, proposing corer 
and ship improvements, interacting particularly with the ship engineer Yvon Balut 
[Valerie.Hadoux@ifrtp.ifremer.fr]. 
 
In 2001 IMAGES France strongly participated to IMAGES 7 in the Western Pacific Ocean. Franck 
Bassinot was the French co-chief scientist. This collected a number of very exiting cores from the warm 
pool to the see of Okhotsk and the French cores will be studied in Gif under the responsability of Franck 
Bassinot.  
 
Also in the side of IMAGES program a Marion-Dufresne cruise took place in the Mediterranean Sea in the 
North West Atlantic. Although this cruise was a succession of small independent programs, most of them 
had an IMAGES thematic and one of them received the IMAGES France Label (COLARGOL close to 
Corsica). Tow cores were taken and will be studied under the responsibility of Thierry Mulder. 
 
We are now preparing the IMAGES 2002 cruise program, of IMAGES VIII. Two cruises are planned. 
MONA (Marge Ouest Nord Pacific = Western Margins of the North Pacific) which will take cores between 
Vancouver and Panama. This cruise involve 8 participating countries at PI levels. The French co-chief will 
be Luc Beaufort. The second, PAGE, will take cores in the Gulf of Mexico. The French co-chief will be 
Laurent Labeyrie.  
 
Most of IMAGES participant  
 
French WEB sites related to the IMAGES-France activity: 

• CEREGE-Aix-Marseille: www.cerege.fr  
• NRS-"Climate page": www.cnrs.fr/dossiers/dosclim/index.htm  
• EPOC-Bordeaux: www.cribx1.u-bordeaux.fr/ub1/UFR_terremer/epoc/Umr5805.htm  
• MNHN-Paris: www.mnhn.fr/mnhn/geo/colocean.htm  
• IFREMER-Brest: www.ifremer.fr  
• IRD-Bondy: www.ird.fr  
• LSG-Lille: www.univ-lille1.fr/geosciences/  
• Polar institute (IFRTP-Brest) www.ifremer.fr/ifrtp/  
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A comprehensive listing is available here 
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